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Whether referred to as LGBTI in coalitional terms of identity politics or sexual minority
to emphasize relations of solidarity among marginalized communities, queer activist
movements in South Korea urge expression of non-normative gender and sexual
identity and recognition of dissident political subjectivity. Though queer activism has
become more legible in the broad and vibrant social movement landscape, it also faces
intensified religious and institutional homophobia in the political sphere, most
prominently represented by the largely Protestant-led opposition to basic human rights
and anti-discrimination policies. Drawing from ongoing research on the transnational
infrastructure of conservative Korean/American Christianity and the cultural politics of
racial and sexual difference, this talk takes as a starting point the rhetorical figure of
'‘chongbuk gei' (North Korea-sympathizing queer), an epithet deployed by homophobic
Protestants to conjure Cold War anticommunism in conflating sexual perversion with
political subversion. It is a preposterous yet productive figure of queer abjection, |
argue, that reveals not only the legacy of geopolitical insecurity and Christian
ethnonationalism but also encapsulates the stakes of queer dissent and critical
solidarity.
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