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Ecological Exceptionalism at the Border:
The Nature of the Korean Demilitarized Zone

The demilitarizad zona batwaen North and South
Korza has been a virtual no-man’s land formors
than sixty vears, makingita haven for eandangarad
spacias, which raportadly thriva in tha spacs
betwean the environmentally ravagad north and
tha ovardavalopad south. Prasident Lea Myunsg-
bak’s signatura “Graan Growth” initiative, which
promotes South Korsa as a world lzadarin
sustainabla development, has made the rebranding
of the DMZ — from a scar of war and national
division into a green balt symbolizing peacs and
lifa — a kav part of its aco-friendly vision. Based
on sthnographic ressarch with scologists, scisntists, and activists in ths South Korsan bordar
araa, this paper examines the production of whatI call the DMZ’s “acological axcaptionslism”
and tha ways in which Koraa’s biodivarsity is simultanaously ansolibaral economic project and
a post-national consarvation project, sroundad in natural capital nationalist sentiments and
acological visions of tha futura.

Elzana Kim is an assistant profassorin the Department of Anthropology and the Program in
Visual and Cultural Studies at the Univarsity of Rochastar. She is the author of Adopred
Territory: Transnational Korsan Adoption and the Politics of Belonging (Duka Univarsity Prass,
2010), which raceived the James B. Palais Priza in Kor=an Studies from the Association of Asian
Studiss and the Social Scisncs Book Award from ths Association of Asian American Studias.
Hear current book projactis “Making Paaca with Natura: Tha Graening of the Korzan
Demilitarized Zone.” Har past and current ressarch has been supported by tha Fulbright
Commission, SSRC, NEH, and ACLS, and articlas hava appearad or are forthcomingin
Anthropological Quarterly, Social Text, and the Journal of Korean Studies.
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