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Dunng the post-World War II era, the U.S. has buwlt and managed its
global network of mulitary bases and over two thirds of these bases
have been concentrated m South Korea, szan‘Ohnzwa. and Germany.
Based on her forthcoming volume, “Over There - Living with the U.S.
Military Empire from World War I to the Present (Duke University
Press, 2010; Mana Hoehn and Seungsook Moon, co-editors and
primary authors; names histed in alphabetical order), Moon will
present a comparative discussion of how U.S. mulitary bases impact
social relations of gender, sexuality, race, and class m the two Asian
societies of South Korea and Okinawa. Approaching the U.S. military
as a global and transnational phenomenon, Moon will focus on the
politics of gender, sexuality, race, and class, which are constitutive of
the maintenance ofthemlhtzlyanpne In particular, Moon wall
analyze recurming patterns and differentiations in this politics
mtertwined with the social costs of mamtaimng the empire, paying
| special attention to the hybnd spaces m and around U.S. military bases
that obscure the boundary between crvihian society and the mulitary. The comparative analysis illuminates
the following findings: 1) the contour of the U.S. military empire 15 not as monolithic as many existing
studies of the U.S. mulitary presence abroad assume or imply. 2) Hierarchical social relations of gender,
sexuality, race, and class inform the nature of the local ervilian-US mulitary relationships. 3) These
relationships vary across these countnes and within 2 country over ime, depending on the following
factors: the nature of host government (e.g.. democratic or authoritanan) and the nature of its poliical and
mihitary alliance to the U.S. government (e.g.. egalitanian or neocolonial), the type of spatal
arrangements that rezulate the interactions between a U.S. base and surrounding commumties, the
demographic and social features of US soldiers sent to these countnes, and the presence or absence of
cultural and "rac1al” affinity between the U.S. and these societies.
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